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Media Release 

NATIONAL BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION ANNOUNCE 
LARGEST EVER RESEARCH GRANTS

PINK RIBBON DAY – MONDAY OCTOBER 27

The National Breast Cancer Foundation (NBCF) today announced the largest ever Career Fellowship for breast cancer research in Australia.  The announcement coincides with Pink Ribbon Day, where the NBCF asks all Australians to support breast cancer research by purchasing a pink ribbon or wristband.  

Proceeds raised from Pink Ribbon Day will continue to fund current and future breast cancer research – an investment that the Patron of the NBCF, Sarah Murdoch, says is critical. 

“Pink Ribbon Day is one of our major fundraisers. It is an opportunity for all Australians to make a simple, inexpensive contribution to breast cancer research.  Whether it’s hosting a Pink Ribbon Breakfast or buying a pink ribbon everyone can support our researchers as they work to find a cure for this devastating disease, which claims the lives of 2,600 Australian women every year.

“I truly believe that we are on the path to finding a cure for breast cancer.  To reach that milestone though, we need ongoing, sustained support from the community, business and government,” Ms Murdoch said.

The two recipients of the Career Fellowships are Associate Professor Sharon Kilbreath from The University of Sydney and Dr Robin Anderson from Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre in Melbourne.  Each will receive $200,000 per year for the next five years, representing a total investment by the NBCF of $2 million. 
Sue Carrick, Head of Research Strategy, NBCF, is excited about the potential of these outstanding research projects.

“Australia has some of the brightest minds in breast cancer research which is why we continue to achieve world-class results.  By offering grants of this scale, we are further building our capacity for research and ensuring that we retain the best talent within Australia.  

“Both Professor Kilbreath and Dr Anderson will be leading teams representing the next generation of researchers who have the capacity to make a real difference in the area of breast cancer control,” said Ms Carrick.  
Professor Kilbreath’s work will focus on physical rehabilitation following breast cancer; identifying the specific causes and risk factors which will enable the development of effective prevention and treatment.
Dr Anderson’s project is targeting new treatments for advanced breast cancer.  Her team will aim to identify the genes that control the spread of breast cancer and to find new drugs to effectively prevent cancer cells from spreading to other sites such as the lungs, bone or brain.

About the National Breast Cancer Foundation

The NBCF is the leading community-funded national organisation in Australia raising money for research into the prevention, detection and treatment of breast cancer.  Since the NBCF was established in 1994, over $48 million has been awarded to Australian-based researchers across every state and territory, to improve the health and wellbeing of those affected by breast cancer.
More….
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Breast Cancer Fast Facts

· Breast cancer is the most common cancer among women in Australia, with more than 13,500 new cases expected this year - new diagnoses are also expected in 95 men.
· One in 8 women will be diagnosed with the disease by the age of 85.
· More than 2,640 women will die from the disease in a single year- making it the leading cause of cancer-related death in females.  
· Despite the substantial loss of life, prospects for survival are better than ever.  In the last decade, deaths from breast cancer have decreased by approximately 22%. 
· Early detection is the best method for reducing deaths from breast cancer.
· Survivors often encounter problems ranging from physical limitations to psychosocial difficulties following diagnosis and treatment.  These issues are now emerging as new targets for researchers.
· Getting older is the most common risk factor: about 13% of new cases are among women aged 20-44, 61% in women aged 45-69 and 26% among women over 70. Women of all ages need to understand the importance of finding and treating breast cancer early.  
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